














































































































Dear Friends in Christ,

We know we live in difficult times and face
challenging choices.

We know the world is broken and divided—with
fearful clouds of doubt, detachment and diminishment.
We hear the stories every day in our congregations and
communities; and we read them in the world press
here at United Methodist Communications.

But we also know this is God’s world created with
purpose and meaning. And it’s our job—our
mission—to help the church tell that story of
Christian purpose.

People everywhere seek answers in a world that
grows more materialistic and less responsive to the
needs of ordinary people. We must create a new
voice for The United Methodist Church in this dark
and troubled world—a clear, consistent and
powerful new public voice.

We must empower people everywhere to find their
voices as they search for active participation in the
decisions that affect them. We must help them find
spiritual sanctuary—a Christ-centered place of refuge
and protection—and give them a renewed sense of
connection and interdependence...in a covenant
community of deep faith and purpose.

That is our task, our joyful mission; and this new
United Methodist Handbook is a primary tool of our
witness to Jesus Christ. We hope you find it useful and

informative in your personal discipleship.

May God’s blessings be with you.

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton Larry Hollon
President General Secretary

For more information about the products and services provided
by United Methodist Communications, visit www.umcom.org




CONNECTIONAL GIVIN




SHARING

[FTS

APPORTIONED FUNDS

World Service...Ministerial Education...Episcopal...Black College
Africa University...Interdenominational Cooperation...General Administration

CHURCHWIDE SPECIAL SUNDAYS WITH OFFERINGS

Human Relations Day...One Great Hour of Sharing...Native American Ministries Sunday
Peace with Justice Sunday...World Communion Sunday
United Methodist Student Day

DESIGNATED GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
Advance for Christ and His Church...World Service Special Gifts
Churchwide Special Appeals

MAKE SURE YOUR CHURCH SUPPORTS CONFERENCE
AND GENERAL CHURCH APPORTIONED FUNDS 100% ANNUALLY

Visit www.umcgiving.org for more informati
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